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Nigeria is a country rich in cultural heritage, and one important aspect of this cultural
tapestry is its folksongs. These folksongs have been passed down from generation to
generation and serve as a means of preserving and transmitting Nigeria's history,
culture, values, beliefs, and traditions.

Oral tradition plays a significant role in the preservation and promotion of Nigeria's
folksongs. Through oral transmission, folksongs can retain their authenticity and cultural
relevance. Moreover, oral tradition ensures that the nuances of the language, music,
and performance style are accurately conveyed, allowing the audience to fully
appreciate the aesthetic message and connect with the cultural identity embedded
within the songs. Additionally, the oral tradition of folksongs contributes to the
preservation of Nigeria's national identity. The oral tradition of folksongs in Nigeria is
inseparable from its cultural values and serves as a powerful tool for communication
and expression within the community.
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Ahmed Yerima’s FALL OF A KING, a folktale performance which was staged by NTN at Muson Centre, Lagos and Manchester in the early 2000s

Folksongs serve as a vehicle for cultural preservation in Nigeria. These songs
encompass a wide range of themes, including historical events, myths and legends,
societal issues, love and relationships, and daily life experiences. By collecting and
preserving these folksongs, the present generations can ensure that this valuable
cultural heritage is not lost to history (Montales, 2021).

Furthermore, the act of collecting and preserving folksongs allows for a deeper
understanding of Nigeria's diverse cultural landscape. The traditions and stories
embedded within folksongs provide insight into the values, beliefs, and history of
different Nigerian communities.

Back in the days , Folk songs were very popular in Nigeria. They were used for a whole
lot of purposes, such as entertainment, education, and social commentary. As a matter
of fact children of a community would gather
| together in under a very big tree just to listen to
&% clders tell stories with folksongs. The elders that
sang folksongs were often highly respected
/" members of the community, and their songs were
seen as a valuable source of wisdom and guidance.

~ Folksongs play a crucial role in the Nigeria
A performing arts. They serve as a foundation for
various forms of artistic expression, such as dance,
drama, and storytelling. For example, during
traditional ceremonies and festivals, folksongs are
performed alongside vibrant dances, colourful
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costumes, and captivating
storytelling to create a
holistic  cultural  expe-
rience. These  perfor-
mances not only entertain
and engage the audience,
but they also serve as a
means of transmitting
cultural knowledge and
stories from one gene-
| ration to another. Folk
, songs also contribute to
the overall vitality and
richness of the Nigeria
perfor-ming arts scene.

A scene from NTN performance of Makinde Adeniran's ALAMORI (the play that repre-
sented Nigeria in the Cairo International Experimental Theatre Festival 2005)

The use of folksongs in the Nigeria performing arts allows for the preservation and
celebration of cultural traditions, while also showcasing the creativity and talent of
Nigerian artists. Moreover, the incorporation of folksongs in the Nigeria performing
arts enhances the authenticity and uniqueness of these artistic expressions.

Utilizing of folksongs in the Nigeria performing arts is essential to maintain a strong
cultural identity and promoting intergenerational transmission of values. By including
folksongs in performances, Nigerian artists can connect with their roots and pay
homage to the rich cultural heritage of the country.

In summary, folksongs in Nigeria play a pivotal role in cultural preservation as an
integral part of the Nigeria performing arts scene. By incorporating folksongs into the
Nigeria performing arts, artists can preserve and celebrate cultural traditions while
also showcasing their creativity and talent. Additionally, the use of folksongs in the
performing arts helps to strengthen cultural identity and promote intergenerational
transmission of values.
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