NATIONAL TROUPE

UPDATES

National Troupe of Nigeria Welcomes New Artistic Director/CEO
- Hajja Kaltume Bulama Gana FsNA

In a historic move, President Bola
Ahmed Tinubu GCFR has appointed
the first female Artistic Director/
CEO of the National Troupe of Nige-
ria, Hajja Kaltume Bulama Gana
FSNA. This significant decision
comes after the relief of the former
AD/CEO, Ahmed Mohammed Ah-
med, from his position.

Kaltume Bulama Gana, a proud Ni-
gerian hailing from Yobe State and
currently residing in Kano, brings a
wealth of artistic expertise to her
new role. She holds both Bachelor
and Masters degrees in Fine Arts,
Mosaics, Murals, and Painting from
Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, Ni-
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dertaken extensive studies in Islamic Arts at Mimar Sinan University in Istan-
bul, Turkey.

Her professional journey has been marked by distinguished roles, including
heading the Art, Design Craft & Performing Arts Department at the Kano State
History and Culture Bureau. Later, she joined the National Gallery of Art
(NGA) where she rose to serve as the Curator of the Kano gallery and eventu-
ally became the Zonal Coordinator North West. While at NGA, she introduced
creative projects such as Children's Art Competition/Exhibitions, opening up
and bringing to limelight upcoming artists by showcasing their talents through
various Art Exhibitions. She also encouraged the Society of Nigerian Artists
(SNA) to have a strong-hold in Kano State to jointly foster greater apprecia-
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tion of the arts and Artists by both the Government and general populace.
She has also contributed to the Art meets Medicine projects with Murals in
maternity/paediatric wards.

Kaltume Bulama Gana has received numerous accolades both nationally and
internationally. Notable among these are the First Prize in the "International
Year of the Child" Art Competition in Lagos, Nigeria (1980), Best Fine Art Stu-
dent at Queen's College, Lagos, Nigeria (1981), and the Fellow title from the
Society of Nigerian Artists (FSNA) in 2017.

Her dedication to cultural develop-
ment has earned her the Award of
Honour for Cultural Development in
Kano, Nigeria (1997), and she has
been recognized globally as a Global
Arts in Medicine Fellow in 2022.

Kaltume's artistic prowess has been
showcased in over forty-seven
group and solo exhibitions across
the globe. She has undertaken sig-
nificant commissions and assign-
ments, including creating mosaics,
murals, and paintings for the Nigeria
High Commission in Islamabad, Paki-
stan, and the embellishment of vari-
ous mosques in Nigeria.

Notably, she contributed to the
Peace and African Integration Centre in Abuja, Nigeria, and participated in
the 1st Islamic Artisan-at-Work Festival in Islamabad, Pakistan.

Beyond her artistic achievements, Kaltume is actively involved in community
development and education. She has lectured on art to students, illustrated
textual materials for nomadic schools in Nigeria, and formed the Traditional
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Shantu Musical Group at the History & Culture Bureau in Kano.

Moreover, she has established initiatives like the Kaltume Bulama Gana Prize
for the best graduating fine art students and the Herwa Heart of Art Initia-
tive, an NGO

focused on offering assistance and livelihood opportunities through artistic
and cultural programs.

The National Troupe of Nigeria eagerly anticipates the positive impact of
Hajja Kaltume Bulama Gana's leadership as she takes the reins as the new
Artistic Director/CEQ. Her extensive experience, artistic vision, and commit-
ment to cultural development make her a fitting choice for this prestigious
role.

In a related development, the immediate Deputy Director, Dance (NTN) - Dr.
Shaibu Husseini who has also been appointed Director General, National
Film and Video Censors Board (NFVCB) stopped by to interact with the new
Artistic Director in her Abuja office. The entire NTN family congratulate and
wish Dr. Shaibu a fruitful tenure in office at NFVCB.

The Atrtistic Director/CEO, National Troupe of Nigeria - Hajja Kaltume Bulama Gana Fsna
And Director General, National Film and Video Censors Board - Dr. Shaibu Husseini.
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