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Nigeria Celebrates 65th Independence with a Cultural Extravaganza:

On October 1, 2025, President Bola Tinubu proudly inaugurated the newly
renovated Wole Soyinka Centre for Culture and the Creative Arts, formerly
the National Arts Theatre, in a grand ceremony marking Nigeria's 65th Inde-
pendence Day celebrations. The event was a testament to the nation's rich
cultural heritage and its commitment to preserving and promoting its artistic
identity.

In attendance were the Senate President, Godswill Akpabio; the Speaker of
the House of Representatives, Hon. Tajudeen Abbas; the Minister of Arts, Cul-
ture, Tourism and Creative Economy, Barr. Hannatu Musa Musawa; members
of the Senate and House of Representatives; Ministers of the Federation; Per-
manent Secretaries of the Federal Ministries; and Dr. Muktar Yawale Moham-
med, Permanent Secretary, Federal Ministry of Arts, Culture, Tourism and
Creative Economy, alongside all MDAs under the Ministry of Arts, Culture,
Tourism and Creative Economy. Their presence underscored the national sig-
nificance of the occasion and the government's collective commitment to
cultural renaissance.

The evening was filled with vibrant performances by the National Troupe of
Nigeria (NTN), the country's premier cultural ambassador, showcasing the
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nation's unity in diversity. With
their dynamic routines and cap-
tivating  choreography, the
troupe brought the audience to
their feet, highlighting Nigeria's
i rich cultural diversity and artis-
tic excellence.

The National Troupe of Nigeria
is the country's most prestigious
cultural ensemble, dedicated to
preserving and showcasing the nation's artistic heritage through music,
dance, and drama. With a legacy of excellence, the troupe has consistently
wowed audiences with performances that embody the spirit of Nigerian uni-
ty and cultural richness.

The Wole Soyinka Centre for Culture and the Creative Arts, a state-of-the-art
facility restored to world-class standards, will serve as a launchpad for Ni-
geria's creative industries. The centre boasts a 5,000-seater main bowl, ban-
quet halls, cinemas, exhibition areas, and more, making it an ideal venue for
various events, from stage plays to international conferences.

The renovation was made possible through the collaborative efforts of the
Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN), the Bankers' Committee, and the Ministry of
Arts, Culture, and Creative Economy. This joint initiative underscores the
importance of cultural development and creative industries in Nigeria's
growth and development.

As Nigeria continues to celebrate its 65th Independence, the launch of the
Wole Soyinka Centre for Culture and the Creative Arts marks a new chapter
in the nation's cultural journey, showcasing its rich heritage and commit-
ment to artistic excellence.

SOME PICTURES FROM THE EVENT
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Artswax Communications in Collaboration with the National Troupe of Nigeria
Presents Ola Awakan’s Tafawa Balewa (The Golden Voice of Africa)

As part of activities commemorating Nigeria’s 65th Independence Anniver-
sary, Artswax Communications in collaboration with the National Troupe of
Nigeria staged Ola Awakan’s Tafawa Balewa (The Golden Voice of Afri-
ca) on October 7, 2025, at the Indoor Sports Hall, Teslim Balogun Stadium,
Surulere, Lagos.

This year’s edition took a remarkable turn as the organizers featured stu-
dents from various secondary schools in Lagos State, offering them the plat-
form to showcase their artistic talents. The young performers delivered an
impressive and inspiring performance, demonstrating that they truly repre-
sent the future of Nigeria’'s performing arts.

According to the producer, the initiative was designed to discover and nur-
ture talents from underprivileged backgrounds, giving them a sense of inclu-
sion and opportunity. The National Troupe of Nigeria provided full support,
ensuring that the young artistes had all the resources necessary for a suc-
cessful performance.

The event stood as a testament to creativity, inclusion, and the power of art
to inspire the next generation.
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