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Rhythm Unleashed: National Troupe of Nigeria Ignites
the Stage for World Dance Day 2026

The National Troupe Amphitheatre, nestled within the Wole Soyinka Centre
for Culture and Creative Arts (National Theatre, Lagos), was transformed into
a vibrant sanctuary of motion on the evening of Wednesday 29th April 2026.
In a powerful display of artistry, the National Troupe of Nigeria hosted a spec-
tacular celebration of World Dance Day, turning the venue into a hive of crea-
tive energy and rhythmic storytelling.

Moving beyond tradition, the 2026 edition stood out for its massive collabo-
rative spirit. The event was organized in partnership with a formidable lineup
of creative pillars, including:

e The Lagos State Arts Council

e The Guild of Nigerian Dancers (GOND)

e C(Creative collectives such as Wao Factor, Gifted Steppers, Tribe 1, Black
Edge, Funso Arts, and Jayden Expression.

The atmosphere was electric, drawing a diverse crowd of dancers, cultural
icons, theatre practitioners, academics, and dedicated friends of the Troupe.



https://www.facebook.com/nationaltroupe
https://www.twitter.com/nationaltroupe
https://www.instagram.com/national_troupe_of_nigeria/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-troupe-of-nigeria
https://www.facebook.com/nationaltroupe
https://www.twitter.com/nationaltroupe
https://www.instagram.com/national_troupe_of_nigeria/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-troupe-of-nigeria

Volume 4, Issue 1

National Troupe Updates

May 5, 2026

The evening was punctuated by
inspiring  goodwill messages
from distinguished leaders who
underscored the importance of
the craft:

e Segun Adefila (National
President, Guild of Nigerian
Dancers - GOND)

e Tairu Ajibode (National Sec-
retary, Guild of Nigerian Dancers - GOND)

e [sioma Williams (National President, Guild of Theatre Drummers - GO-
THAD)

e Dr. Yeside Lawal (Department of Theatre Arts, Lagos State University -
LASU)

While World Dance Day is a global tribute to the universal language of
movement, the National Troupe’s 2026 showcase added a unique, hopeful
layer. A major highlight of the night was the extraordinary performances by
children and teenagers, signalling a robust and flourishing future for profes-
sional dance in Nigeria.

In her address, Kaltume Bulama Gana fsna, the Artistic Director/CEO of the
National Troupe of Nigeria spoke passionately about the transformative
power of dance. She highlighted its role in fostering creativity, national uni-
ty, and physical well-being, while serving as a primary vehicle for promoting
Nigeria’s rich cultural heritage. Looking ahead, she promised that the com-
ing years would see even grander celebrations as the Troupe continues to
elevate the art of the dance on the world stage.
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National Troupe of Nigeria Celebrates Unity at
Federal Character Commission’s Digital Launch

In a vibrant fusion of culture and governance, the National Troupe of Nigeria delivered a
stirring "Unity Dance" during the official unveiling of the Federal Character Commissiors
(FCC) new website and integrated digital platform.

The event, held on Tuesday, April 28, 2026, at the Presidential Villa Banquet Hall, marks a
significant milestone in the Commission's mission to enhance transparency, accountability,
and equitable representation across all Ministries, Departments, and Agencies (MDAs).

Under the leadership of Hon. Ayo Hulayat Omidiran, Executive Chairman of the FCC, the
launch highlighted the intersection of modern technology and national heritage. The
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National Troupe’s performance served as the centerpiece of the occasion, featuring a
seamless medley of traditional dances from the Igbo, Hausa, Yoruba, Gbagyi, and Tiv ethnic
groups.

The choreography was more than a display of artistic prowess; it was a rhythmic
representation of the "unity in diversity" that defines the Nigerian spirit. As each routine
flowed into the next, the performance mirrored the Commission's goal of fostering a
cohesive national identity.

The integration of cultural performance into a digital milestone underscored the FCC's
commitment to inclusion. Key takeaways from the performance included:

Symbolic Synergy: The transition between regional dances symbolized the breakdown of
ethnic barriers in the pursuit of national progress.

A Call for Inclusion: The Troupe’s presence reinforced the message that fairness and equal
opportunity are the bedrock of a stable democracy.

Cultural Diplomacy: By showcasing the beauty of
Nigeria's varied traditions, the event reminded
stakeholders that while the platform is digital, its
impact is human and communal.

The performance was a powerful reminder that
despite our different steps, we are all moving to the
same beat toward a more transparent and inclusive
Nigeria.

The launch of the new digital platform is expected
to revolutionize how the FCC monitors and enforces
the federal character principle, ensuring that no
part of the country is left behind in the journey
toward national development.
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